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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

What techniques to advertisers, 

writers, and speakers use to persuade 

their audiences? 

How can being aware of these 

techniques make us more critical 

thinkers and digesters of information 

rather than just consumers? 



PROPAGANDA 

The use of a variety of 

communication techniques in 

advertisements or speeches that 

create an emotional appeal either 

verbally or visually to obtain or 

project a particular belief or opinion 



BANDWAGON 

Suggestion to think or act as others do 

 

 

"The Steak Escape. America’s 

Favorite Cheesesteak" 

(advertising slogan) 

 

 

"No wonder six million customers purchased our product last year." 



BANDWAGON 



BANDWAGON 

Click the link to watch a “retro” commercial from Pepsi! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=po0jY4WvCIc 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=po0jY4WvCIc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=po0jY4WvCIc


LOADED WORDS 
Words with positive or negative connotations that stir readers’ feelings 



LOADED 

WORDS 



TESTIMONIAL 

A public figure or a celebrity promotes or endorses a product, policy, 

or political candidate 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Subway_restaurant.svg&page=1


NAME-CALLING 
Giving a person or an idea a bad label by using an easy to remember 

negative name or symbol – also calling out the name of the other product 

in the advertisement 

Mac OS X Leopard 

 “No other operating system — Vista included — 

offers the innovation and simplicity of Mac OS X. 

With Mac OS X Leopard, the Mac leaps even 

further ahead with new features that let you do 

more with less effort.” 



NAME-CALLING 



NAME CALLING 

Click to watch a video of this type of propaganda: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nfh92hKLO6c 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nfh92hKLO6c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nfh92hKLO6c


PLAIN FOLKS 
An attempt to convince the audience that a prominent person and his 

ideas are “of the people.” 



MISUSE OF STATISTICS 

Average results are reported, but not the variation; a percent or fraction is 

presented but not the sample size; selection bias is used; graphs are not to 

scale 

The advice columnist Ann Landers once asked her 

readers, "If you had it to do  

over again, would you have children?"  A few weeks 

later, her column was  

headlined, " 70%  OF PARENTS SAY KIDS NOT 

WORTH IT."  --- What she didn’t show was that her pool 

was only of 10,000 parents who wrote in said they 

would not have children if they could have the choice 

again.  



MISUSE OF STATISTICS 

Suppose, in a school in London 2 students out of 100 appeared in 

Arabic Language Test and all of them have passed the Examination. 

Whereas, out of 98 students who appeared in English Language 

Test, 78 secured pass marks. Now, if we tabulate the percentage of 

successful students against each language we get the following table: 

 

Report Card for THE SCHOOL OF LONDON: 

 

STUDENTS PASSED IN ENGLISH: 79.59% 

 

STUDENTS PASSED IN ARABIC: 100% 



MISUSE OF STATISTICS 



TRANSFER 
A device by which the ad links the authority or prestige of something else; 

references something well-known or respected (symbolism); similar to a 

literary allusion 



 

TRANSFER 



TRANSFER 

Click the link to watch a “retro” video from Coke! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9cLZQ_2ITLI 

 

This is a “classic” transfer technique – How many familiar images 

can you see transferred behind the Coke image? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9cLZQ_2ITLI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9cLZQ_2ITLI


CARD STACKING 
Stressing positive qualities and ignore negatives; only gives part of the 

picture; one-sided; biased 

Labeling a food as "free" of a certain 

nutrient, whether salt, sugar, or fat, 

means it has none, or a "physiologically 

inconsequential" amount of that nutrient, 

according to the FDA. If the package says 

"calorie-free," the item has fewer than 5 

calories per serving. For sugar or fat, this 

means the food has fewer than 0.5 grams 

per serving. But be careful. A food "could 

say ‘0 grams trans fat,' but it could 

contain a lot of calories from sugar." 



REPETITION 

Saying a word or phrase over and over again so it “gets stuck” in the 
audience’s mind 

 

 

Example: 

• “Head On, apply directly to the forehead.    

    Head On, apply directly to the forehead.   

    Head On, apply directly to the forehead.” 





BALL TOSS REVIEW 

If the ball comes your way, say the definition to the following term: 

Card stacking 

Transfer 

Misuse of Statistics 

Plain folks 

Name-calling 

Loaded words 

Bandwagon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THANK YOU! 

By Julie Faulkner, 2013 

www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Julie-Faulkner 
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